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■ RECREATION 

Ship-shape 
skateparkto 
dock at Lock 8 

MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — There’s a 
new ship headed to the lakeside city. 

But instead of passing through the 
locks of the WeUand Canal, it will be 




SOUP FEST: Fourth annual event draws hundreds of guests 


Friendly rivalry feeds Port Cares 


ALLAN BENNER Staff Photo 
Jen Maloney gives her son Kievan 
a taste of some of the soup she 
enjoyed Friday during Soup Fest, 
held Friday to benefit Port Cares. 
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■ SOUPFEST 


■ ENTERTAINMENT: East Coast band will headline opening day of Port Colborne’s summer festival 


Rivalry 

sparked 

between 

teachers 





The Trews kicking off Canal Days 




©Y&deB 

Thank you for 
your continuous 
support 



Party Tray Pizza 
Cheese and 
Pepperoni plus 1 
topping and 30 wings 
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■ REV. ROBERT HURKMANS: Church of Tap spreads gospel in pubs, halls, homes 

Minister extends outreach 



Rev. Robert Hurkmans from the parish of St. James and St. Brendan Anglican Church likes to bring people closer to the faith in 
different ways. 


VICTORIA GRAY 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - Rev. 
Robert Hurkmans wants to 
bring Christianity and cul¬ 
ture closer together. 

He does that in a few 
unconventional ways, but 
mostly he brings members 
of the community together 
outside the church to talk 
about Christianity and faith 
in settings people may be 
more comfortable with, such 
as pubs, their homes, halls 
and cafes. 

“Culture is very different 
than it was when this beauti¬ 
ful, historical tradition was 
passed down and there will 
always be a place for conven¬ 
tional church on Sundays. 
But we can’t expect people to 
come to us, we need to reach 
out to them in ways that 
make sense to them,” he said. 

He got his start at St. 
Luke’s Anglican Church in 
Burlington before he, his wife 
Sally and daughters Elena, 
Sophia, Petra and Georgia 
moved to Port Colborne. 

Hurkmans, now 35, was 
assigned to the parish of 
St. James and St. Brendan 
Anglican Church in 2006 
when the churches were 
amalgamating. 

“That for us was an inter¬ 
esting thing. Usually when 
something like that is hap¬ 
pening in the life of a church, 
it means there’s probably 
a willingness to really start 
thinking in new ways because 
they’re shutting down the 
churches,” he said. “The great 
line is 'We’ve always done it 
that way,’ but if you’re closing 
two churches and creating 
a new one you really can’t 
sat that anymore because, 
in some ways, you've left the 
past behind and you’re going 
to start something new.” 

Hurkman’s grew up in 
Fisherville, a small agri¬ 


cultural community 35 km 
northeast of Simcoe, and 
lived on a dairy farm with 
his father William, mother 
Elizabeth, two older sisters 
and younger brother. His 
family was very religious 
and Hurkmans was raised 
Anglican, although when he 
was young he didn’t think 
the religion. In high school, 
he decided to follow his 
Anglican roots. 

He became a high school 
chemistry teacher and, after 
a few years decided, to teach 
God’s word as a minister. 


Now, he runs Church on 
Tap, a group that meets at 
a pub the last Sunday night 
of every month at 7 p.m. to 
talk about religious issues. 
People usually watch a faith- 
based video and examine 
their faith in a safe and open 
environment. 

“Some people don’t like 
to come into a church — 
maybe, they have been hurt 
by the church — or just don’t 
feel comfortable, so coming 
to the pub and having a drink 
and some food, talking of just 
listening is what’s for them,” 


he said. 

He thinks some people 
have bad experiences at 
church, go through a divorce 
and feel ostracized from the 
church or have an argument 
with another parishioner and 
get hurt in many ways. Such 
experiences can turn them 
off church as a building, but 
maybe not off their faith, 
and Hurkmans hopes that by 
running different events he 
can eventually bring these 
people back or at least help 
them along their own faith 
journey. 


He and volunteers also run 
a cafe in Guild Hall and run 
dances for teens and a craft- 
ers market on Fridays. 

“We are about to go back 
and evaluate some of the ser¬ 
vices we offer to make sure 
that they focus on sharing the 
Gospel, but some things, like 
the Harvest Kitchen meals, I 
don’t need to preach.” 

“Maybe one day, when 
people who have attended 
our events are looking for 
a church, they will think of 
us or maybe not and we’ve 
opened the door for another 


church,” he said. 

None of the innovation 
or risks the church takes are 
Hurkmans’ alone, there are 
many volunteers who help 
and all the parishioners get 
a say. He said if they don’t 
like an idea or think it would 
hurt, they are the ones who 
really decide. 

He credits the openness 
of the parishioners for the 
church’s ability to try new 

Hurkmans didn’t preach 
at all over Lent Instead five 
parishioners per service, who 
were largely unknown within 
the parish, were asked to 
answer five questions about 
their life and faith journey for 
everyone else. 

“People have been on the 
edge of their seats, they love 
it,” he said. 

“We have a beautiful tra¬ 
dition that has been passed 
down to us throughout the 
centuries and we should 
be proud of it. I am proud 
of it, but we need to find 
other ways to reach out the 
community.” 

Hurkmans hopes to re¬ 
evaluate the rooftop garden 
at the church to see how the 
church can make better use 
of it and bring back the week¬ 
end movie theatre in Guild 
Hall. 

He doesn't know what God 
has in store for him, but he 
has a feeling he is supposed 
to bring agriculture into the 
church somehow. 

"I grew up on a farm and 
I hated it, but after living in 
the big city and moving here I 
found I’m a rural kind of guy 
and, funny enough, we just 
bought a farm, so I’m experi¬ 
menting and I don’t know 
how yet, but I think I want 
to tie that into the church as 
well,” he said. 

victoria.gray@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @VixeyG 
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■ourview 


Worst of Flaherty’s 
budget almost 
Trudeauesque 


hen Finance Minister Jim Flaherty finished his budget 
V V speech Thursday, we half-expected new NDP Leader 
Thomas Mulcair to be leading the cheering section. 

He didn’t — but he could have. 

This was not the budget Canadians anticipated from a 


■ I’VE BEEN THINKING 

About Good Friday and Easter 


REV. STEVEN DAVIS 

Central United Church 


I get the honour this year of offering 
some thoughts on what almost everyone 
would agree is the “highlight” weekend 
of the church year - Good Friday and 
Easter. I will be honest and admit that 
year after year I struggle with Good 
Friday and Easter - not because I don’t 
understand them, but because it’s hard 
to think of anything new or fresh that 
one can say about them. A few years ago, 
I realized that perhaps I had created my 
own problem. Maybe there’s nothing 
new that can be said about Good 
Friday and Easter. Maybe everything 
that can be said has been said. Maybe 
trying to come up with things that are 
new and fresh and “exciting” actually 
downplay the significance of what 
actually happened. Maybe we just need 
to proclaim it - Jesus died and Jesus rose 
from death. There you have it. Good 
Friday and Easter summed up in a mere 
seven words! 

Oh, I suppose it isn’t quite as simple 
as that. If it were that simple everyone 
would believe it, and (sadly from my 
perspective at least) not everyone does. 
And I suspect that there’s nothing I can 
write in the space of a short column 
that’s going to convince someone who 
doesn’t believe those seven words to 
suddenly embrace them. It’s the Holy 


Spirit’s job to do that, not mine. But if 
I’m not called to convince, I am called 
to proclaim and because I’m called to 
proclaim this, I have to believe it. I’ve 
always been taken with the words Paul 
wrote in 1 Corinthians: “if Christ has 
not been raised from the dead, then our 
preaching is useless, and so is your faith.” 

The Christian church and the 
Christian faith exist today because Jesus 
died and rose again. If he didn’t, then 
there’s no point. A lot of people over the 
centuries have tried to make the church 
into something that it isn't called to be: 
an arbiter of ethics, a keeper of morals, 
a political power, an oppressive tyrant, 
a religious social service organization. 

I don’t know why we feel the need 
to be constandy trying to make the 
church something that it isn’t called 
to be. So, what is file church called to 
be? We are a community of people 
who celebrate the living Jesus! We are 
a community of people who gather in 
his name and try our best to carry on 
his ministry to the world around us. 

We are a community of people who 
are overwhelmed with gratitude at the 
realization that in the cross of Good 
Friday, we see an act of divine solidarity, 
as God (in Jesus) submits to experience 
suffering and even death itself, and we 
are a community of people who are 
overwhelmed with joy when we realize 
that in the Easter event of resurrection, 


we see that the bonds of death (which 
to us seem so final) aren’t final to God 

- which fills us with the hope that we 
too (with God’s help) will overcome the 
bonds of death. 

I believe I’m on safe ground in saying 
that the very existence of the church 
testifies more eloquently than I can to 
the truth of Jesus’ resurrection. Not that 
the church is perfect. Far from it. Ever 
since its beginning the church has made 
mistakes and sometimes even engaged 
in evil. But at its best, the church is a 
noble and powerful institution - not 
financially or politically but in its ability 
to touch people’s hearts and lift their 
spirits. But without the resurrection of 
Jesus, I doubt that the first believers - as 
harshly persecuted as they were - could 
have, without exception, stood firm in 
proclaiming the resurrection of Jesus 
unless it had really happened. Someone 
under torture would have cracked and 
said “it didn’t happen. We made it 
up.” No one did. You can be sure that 
if someone had, it would have been 
recorded by history. 

So, it did happen - just as we read. 
Jesus died and Jesus rose from death. 
Good Friday and Easter. That’s what this 
weekend is about. That’s why the church 
celebrates its faith throughout the year 

- because Jesus lives, even though he 
died! I hope you, too, can celebrate that 
fact! Happy Easter! 


There were no deep cuts, as the left predicted. And there was 
no reflection of small-c conservative values coming to the fore, 
no significant lessening of the civil serviceandno lessening of 


■readers’views 


At its best, it was a Progressive Conservative budget 

At its worst, it was almost Trudeauesque. 

Taking away tax credits for business, for example, is not small-c 
conservatism. A removed “credit” is an immediate “tax." 

From the budget lockup, however, one could hear the other 
penny drop when the huge CBC contingent discovered that, 
unlike other departments that had spending reduced by an 
across-the-board average of 7%, its budget lost only 3.3%. 

This does not even represent the bare minimum of 5% that 
Flaherty was demanding all departments find. But they still 
despaired. In the year just ended, the Harper government had 
revenues of 

$248 billion and expenses of $272.9 billion. Read the scroll: 
Global recession. Tough economic times. 

During the next four years, however, this government plans to 
spend more each and every year. 

By 2015-16, for example, it expects to spend $296.6 billion, 
$23.7 billion more than last year — all to be offset by a revenue 
motherlode of $300 billion. 

Projecting higher revenues, and pulling those numbers out 
of the air to cover off real spending increases, is no more than 
wishful tinkering. 

The government is predicting, for example, that the $113.5 
billion in personal income tax paid by Canadians last year will 
morph into $150 billion in just four years — an increase of 31.5%. 

How is that possible? 

But, hey, kudos to Sim News Network and Sun Media for 
pushing the government to demand rules be respected regarding 
foreign contributions to Canadian charities who then misuse this 
money for political causes. In effect, "charities” such as the David 
Suzuki Foundation get a re-energized watchdog: The Canada 
Revenue Agency. 

— QMI Agency 


Don’t stop with the 
cleaning staff 

Hooray for Niagara Health System 
coming to its senses to find its own 
housekeeping staff is capable of clean¬ 
ing our hospitals without the super¬ 
vision of Aramark. But with all due 
respect, I don’t think we should stop at 
housekeeping. 

The dietary department is in need 
of review, also. This department is also 
under the direction of Aramark. Maybe 
dietary services, under the direct control 
of a taxpayer-funded hospital system, 
could change the "nutritious” meals to 
something that is actually edible. The 
glorified TV dinners our patients are get¬ 
ting at the moment are neither appeal¬ 
ing nor received well by the patients. 

Food has to be transported in a truck 
from the Welland site and travel as far as 
Fort Erie. 

Packaged pudding and fruit, styro¬ 
foam cups and all the throw-away 


containers are filling our landfills, while 
every hospital site has a perfectly good, 
worldng dishwasher. 

With all the money saved by being 
directed by the specific hospital sites, 
there could be more jobs and much less 
waste for all the communities. 

Why are we spending our health-care 
tax dollars on the salaries of people 
who don’t belong at or care about our 
hospitals? 

Sandra Lacharity 

Port Colbome 

Thanks for Wainfleet 
council 

I believe Wainfleet township council 
deserves thanks and congratulations 
for approving first and second reading 
of the bylaw regarding industrial wind 
turbines and their siting within the 
township. It is always a pleasant surprise 
today to see an administration at any 
level of government actively working to 


protect the best interests of those who 
elected them. 

Wainfleet council deserves not only 
the wholehearted support of its own 
community but also from the grow¬ 
ing number of rural municipalities in 
Ontario affected by wind turbines. 

With respect, and despite whether or 
not a township council approves and 
passes a bylaw that may conflict with 
legislation passed by upper-tier govern¬ 
ment, in this case the province, I would 
like to hear on what grounds anyone 
could ultimately find elected township 
councillors guilty of doing anything 
illegal in protecting the best interests of 
their resifients, particularly with regard 
to negative public health impacts and 
negative economic impacts, both of 
which have been proven in other com¬ 
munities worldwide. 

Andrew Watts 

Wainfleet 


continued on page 5 
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MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 53 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


The Verge Claims Advantage 
Offers Valet Claims Service 


Alignments 

$2jgoo 

Wjth4 ti re. B urch a.s e. 


Brakes j Lube, Oil & Filter 

„ $ 99 00 ! f J29 95 


Sandy White 

45 Clarence St W. Port Colborne • www.vergeinsurance.com 
Auto • Home • Business • Marine • Life • Bonds 


Battle cry for two Niagaras 

Kudos to Tribune community 
editorial board member Chris 
Wojnarowski for his well-researched 
article, where he outlined problems 
and solutions for restructuring the 
Regional Municipality of Niagara. 

How has regional government 
worked for the southern tier since its 
inception in 1970? Ask anybody from 
Port Colborne, Fort Erie or Welland 
and I bet you will hear a litany of 
complaints. 

As Mr. Wojnarowski pointed out, 


ibly injected, there was no longer 
a level playing board in the newly 
formed Region of Niagara, as the 
board tilted to the north and all the 
marbles landed in that direction. 

People in the south are fed up. 
Most of them don’t even know where 
the regional headquarters are. 

Currently discussions are taking 
place to come up with a new for¬ 
mula for restructuring Niagara and 
the push from the north is for One 
Niagara, which we are told will be 
more efficient and economical. 

This process is being started by the 
regional chamber of commerce con¬ 
solidating its empire in St Catharines. 

How is this going to level the play¬ 
ing field? 


SAVE ON A SET OP 4 

P175/70R13 $OOC 

Reg. $94 V OOQ 


P185/70R14 

Reg. $114 


P205/65R15 

Reg. $124 


s 416 

*476 


FREE INSTALLATION, VALVE & BALANCING 


HAPPY EASTER FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT 


WE MOVED! 

COME SEE US AT 
OUR NEW LOCATION 
CORNER OF PRINCE CHARLES 
AND SHAW ST. 



• EASTER FLOWERS 

• SPRING RUIBS 

• SEED STARTER KITS 

• SOIL & MULCH (RAGGED OR RULK) 

• FLOWER, HERR & VEGETARLE SEEDS 



IT’S TIME TO 


• TOP DRESS, OVERSEED 

• FERTILIZE YOUR LAWN 

• APPLY DORMANT OIL 

• FERTILIZE YOUR TREES 


4 Shaw St. (Corner of Prince Charles) 905-732-5123 Open Mon-Sat 9am-5pm Sun 10am-4pm www.paulsgardencentre.com 
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■ ENERGY PARK: 0MB preparations underway 


Time of essence for Nyon Oil matter 


SAMBO’S 
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GOOD FRIDAY 
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Realty Ltd., Brokerage Realty LI ' 

1027 Pelham Rd., Fonthill 121 Hwy. 

905-892-2632 Fax: 905-892-8152 Fonthill 
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bins & Co. Ltd., Brokerage 

IM42, Hwy #3, Wainfleet 
34-6017 Fax:905-834-5539 


503 Elm St., Port Colborne 
905-834-7777 Fax: 905-834-59 


368 King Street, Port Colborne 
905-834-9000 Fax: 905-834-4410 
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Healthy Leaf Bmamm 
Cupboard ' — 


"It works! I'll take another 
two bottles please!" 

This coming from a customer who had 
tried every other natural remedy under 
the sun in the past few years to take away 
her pain. Ian, the owner of The Healthy 
Cupboard couldn’t believe his ears. He 
had finally found the perfect product to 
stop his customer’s miseries. This is what 
every owner of a health food store dreams 
about, a natural product that receives 
so many outstanding testimonials on 
such a wide variety of health issues. “I 
had recommended a new product called 
LeafSource, which we recently started 
carrying. We have had tremendous 
success with this product, and almost 
everyone we have recommended it to 
over the last few months has come back 
and thanked us over and over again” said 
Ian. Before trying LeafSource, the woman 
had complained about her ongoing joint 
pain and was at her wit’s end. Although 
she had experienced some relief through 
the numerous natural remedies she had 
tried over the years, the pain would 
never fully go away. “She returned to my 
store, in tears, less than one week after 
buying LeafSource. I didn’t know what to 
make of this woman standing in front of 
me crying, until she told me that within a 
few days of taking LeafSource her pain 
started to disappear and within a week it 
was completely gone - as if it was never 
there.” Ian goes on, “This coming from a 
woman whose painful joints and ongoing 
sciatica were so bad just one week 
earlier, that the pain was unbearable 
but now has completely subsided.”By 
now you are probably wondering what 
is LeafSource and why is it so effective? 


LeafSource is a 100% natural product 
derived from a proprietary organic 
mineral composite with over ten years 
of university research. LeafSource helps 
regulate the inflammatory process and 
the body’s ability to repair itself. The vast 
majority (70 - 80%) of the population 
over the age of 50 have joint problems — 
often called osteoarthritis.This is due to 
the natural (or unnatural) wear and tear 
on joint tissue that develops through the 
aging process. With joint inflammation, 
movement is limited and pain can be 
constant. LeafSource seems to have the 
ability to help people get their mobility and 
zest for life back. Millions of people seek 
treatment for their joint and inflammation 
problems by resorting to expensive, toxic 
prescription drugs (i.e. NSAIDs) with 
multiple side effects. These range from 
nausea and vomiting to serious intestinal 
disorders (bleeding, gas, pain) and even 
kidney and liver failure. Isn’t that too 
large a price to pay for a little pain relief!? 
LeafSource is a safe alternative to these 
destructive anti-inflammatory drugs that 
cause more problems than they solve. 
There are absolutely no side effects 
and it doesn’t interfere with any other 
medications. Controlled experiments 
and observations have revealed that 
LeafSource is a potent anti-inflammatory 
that has been shown to bring a reduction 
to inflammation and pain within a few 
days. People notice great results in terms 
of more energy and less pain by taking 
anywhere from 2 to 6 capsules/day. 
Typical maintenance is usually 1 capsule 
twice daily. This product gets results! 
LeafSource is scientifically validated 
through more than 10 years of research at 
4 universities, including the Department 



of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, Mercer 
University.Asidefrom 
its incredible anti¬ 
inflammatory and 
pain reducing ability, 
it has also been 
shown to improve 
the performance of 
your daily nutrition and vitamin programs. 

It helps increase the absorption of vital 
nutrients, which in turn helps these 
nutrients work better. Better absorption = 
better results! It’s almost as if they have 
become supercharged! LeafSource 
has also been shown to help enhance 
energy levels, improve intestinal health, 
strengthen hair, skin and nails and improve 
immune function. To see someone go 
from intense pain to a new lease on life 
within a week is truly incredible. Imagine 
being able to move freely without pain. 
Who wouldn’t want to get out of bed 
in the morning with more energy? It’s 
amazing how much of this stuff we take 
for granted, until it’s gone! Ian adds, “I 
often recommend that LeafSource be 
taken with other natural joint products 
in order to help them work better and 
provide even faster relief. One of the 
things I hear most often from people who 
have tried LeafSource is they just plain 
feel better, have more energy and less 
pain. We’re so confident, we guarantee 
LeafSource 100%! That alone should be 
enough to try this incredible product.” 

! Leaf Source ajJ&nHt 

! lo p s i«& he $309 


4 Tanya and Ian Birrell healthycupboard@gmail.< 

|S/ v - ownersofTheHedAycupboord WWWi healthycupboard.ca 


t1hH £„ w REKnxma 

IOI CLARENCE STREET 1 1 1 #20 EAST 
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■ PLANNING: Wainfleet council told itdoes not have the legal authority to impose setbacks 


Wind turbine bylaw ‘isn’t lawful ’ says lawyer 


ALLAN BENNER of a bylaw to regulate industrial ing Rankin Renewable Power Inc., 

InPort News Staff wind turbines within Wainfleet— was at Tuesday’s township coun¬ 

despite a warning that the bylaw cil meeting to speak in opposi- 
WAINFLEET — Aldermen is illegal. tion to the bylaw written to allow 

approved the second reading Ed Lustig, a lawyer represent- the municipality to determine 


PORTAL VILLAGE 


PORT COLBORNE 
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QMI Agency 

A proposed bylaw to regulate industrial wind turbines within Wainfleet is 
being opposed by Rankin Renewable Power. 
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GIANT TIGER 

200 FITCH STREET WELLAND 

.EASTER SAVINGS EVENT!! 

-1.DAY.0NLY!! 

SATURDAY APR1L7™ 

"- - EARLVW WHILE quantities last... 


DOOR CRASHER!!! 

•IMITATION CRAB MEAT 
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DOOR CRASHER!!! 
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MINI RIFLE BBQ LIGHTER 

It 


m* ARMORALL 

£%,*% cfcttV MULTI - PURPOSE AUTO CLEANER 
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Turtle Wax Zip 


m&VL-.m 


UUULANT SYSTEM 


SAVE 


36 LED rechargeable work light 


with flashlight function 


2099 


GOOD FRIDAY - CLOSED 
SATURDAY APRIL 7: 9AM TO 6PM 
EASTER SUNDAY - CLOSED 
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See all the news unfolding 24/7 VISIT l<:1 ,| a ca 

Your Canadian news just a click away 

Coming Soon! 

$ 2 Garbage Tag Fee 
Starts Monday, April 30 


Residents living in single family homes or apartments 
with six units or less who need to put out an extra bag 
or can of garbage have two options: _ 


• Use one of the new $ 2 tags or 

• Use two of the existing $ l tags 

( $ l tags will not expire) 


52 tags will be available starting April 27 at retail locations across 
Niagara. Visit our website for a full list of retail locations. 

Residents with a medical exemption can use their existing tags 
and continue to place a single tag on extra garbage bags or cans. 



■ HEALTH CENTRE: Non-profit organization to run wellness programming 

YMCA coming to 
Port Colborne 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — There’s no 
question, the Y is coming to Port 
Colborne. 

On Monday night, city council 
unanimously approved the principles 
for the memorandum of agreement 
with the YMCA for programming of the 
warm side of the new Vale Health and 
Wellness Centre. 

The decision was made following a 
March 21 open house where residents 
were able to ask questions and voice 
their comments and concerns about 
the potential partnership with the non¬ 
profit organization. 

In total, 32 people provided writ¬ 
ten submissions — 21 in favour of the 
partnership and 11 sharing concerns 
— all which were included for coun¬ 
cil’s consideration on 
Monday. 

While there were 
some negative com¬ 
ments received about 
the YMCA coming 
to Port Colborne, 
a majority of the 
feedback has been 
positive, said Ward 1 
Coun. Dave Elliott. 

“For me, I’ll sup¬ 
port this because this 
is the best option for 
the people in Port 
Colborne.” 

Elliott stressed 
the importance of 
having full use of 
the new facility once 
construction is com¬ 
pleted, and “the Y 
gives us that.” 

For people con¬ 
cerned about the cost of membership, 
Elliott said the YMCA is “not afraid to 
work with people, to talk about cost." 

Anyone unsure whether they can 
afford a membership is encouraged to 
visit with YMCA staff once the facility 
is up and running, he added. 

Sitting on both the city's seniors 
advisory council and the mayor’s youth 
advisory council, Ward 2 Coun. Yvon 
Doucet said he’s received feedback 
from residents on both ends of the 
city’s age spectrum. While the senior 
community seems split, with some 
welcoming the YMCA while others are 
upset at the partnership, MYAC has 
thrown its support behind bringing the 
organization to town, he said. 

MYAC submitted a letter to council 
featuring eight key points as to why 


For me, I'll support 
this because this is the 
best option for the people in 
Port Colborne.” 

Ward 1 Coun. Dave Elliott 


they support the YMCA partnership. 

One of those points, Doucet said, 
included the fact that the partner¬ 
ship is one more step in helping Port 
Colborne to feel less like a retirement 
community. 

This shows youths their opinions are 
being recognized, which is important 
for the future of the city, he added. 

“I was torn for a while on how to 
support this,” said Ward 3 Coun. Bea 
Kenny. Prior to the open house, Kenny 
said she heard nothing but negative 
comments about bringing the YMCA 
into the city. Since the open house, 
however, she heard nothing but posi¬ 
tive comments. 

It was ultimately a visit to the 
MacBain Community Centre in Niagara 
Falls that tipped the scale for Kenny, 
who called the amenities offered at the 
YMCA-run facility “fantastic.” 

Despite supporting the partner¬ 
ship, she did have reservations about 
a few issues, including the absence of a 
reduced rate for therapeutic pool users, 
as well as the effect the introduction of 
the YMCA’s fitness centre may have 
on locally owned and operated G&M 

Ward 2 Coun. Angie Desmarais 
admitted she was also torn by the deci¬ 
sion as she had heard both positive 
and negative feedback from the public. 

She had three conditions that she 
hoped to see met through discussions 
between the two groups, including the 
creation of a senior swim rate, guaran¬ 
teed employment for existing pool staff 
and support for G&M Fitness because 
the city is ultimately making the com¬ 
pany’s competition tougher. 

“The overwhelming majority want 
this,” Desmarais said of the partner¬ 
ship, adding it’s "the right thing to do 
but we want to do it with fairness." 

Ward 4 Coun. Barbara Butters ques¬ 
tioned whether Port Colborne’s eco¬ 
nomic development office, tasked with 
retaining existing businesses in the 
lakeside city, could assist G&M Fitness 
through the “difficult transformation 
time” ahead. 

She asked that the office work with 
the local business to see what type of 
support can be offered. 
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EDUCATION: Playwright and actor brings laughter to lar 


LINDSAY COSTELLO InPort News Photo 

Toronto-based actor and playwright Coleen MacPherson presented her workshop, 
Let"s Write, to fifth- and sixth-grade students at Steele Street Elementary School 
this past week. She participated in dramatic exercises and taught script writing 
from Monday to Friday. 




Learning the write stuff 


LINDSAY COSTELLO 

For InPort News 


PORT COLBORNE — Language 
and laughter were part of the curric¬ 
ulum this past week as Steele Street 
Elementary School welcomed a special 

Toronto-based playwright and actor 
Coleen MacPherson, who obtained a 
grant to provide workshops to elemen¬ 
tary students brought her program, 
Let’s Write, to Port Colborne students 
beginning March 26. 

“These kids are extremely imagina¬ 
tive and willing to share ideas,” she said 
of her experience with the children 
who she explored writing and dramatic 
arts concepts with. “It’s been great.” 






groups to work on their drafts. At the 
end of the week, the students staged 
some of their creations and received an 
anthology of the student scripts. 

Although her class often goes on field 
trips, de Waard said this week was one 
of the first times students had worked 
with a guest in the classroom. 

She said aside from working on aca¬ 
demic skills, the students are able to 
improve their social skills and become 
more self-aware as well, which she felt 
were important concepts for young 
people to grasp. 

“It’s engaging every student,” she 
said. 

MacPherson said she noticed the 



A better rate to | 
lighten up your mortg^Q' 

Imagine that. 


2 . 85 % 


* 5-year 
rate 


Ask about Meridian’s Better Than Market™ Mortgage today. 

Visit a branch or Meridianmortgage.ca 


Your money. Your way. Imagine that. 


Meridian 
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The experience is even greater 


T raveling is a great 
opportunity to learn 
a new language, appreciate 
a new culture, and gain 
perspective on the world. 

When you travel alone, the 
experience is even greater. 

Not only are you able to 
focus solely on what you 



MichElle Presse 

CANADIAN 
GIRL, ITALIAN 
LIVING 


want to accomplish and 
see during your trip, but it's 


also an opportunity to get to 
know yourself better. 

Traveling solo allows you 
to work on your navigating 
skills, be selfish and most 
importantly, cherish your 
solitude. 

Have you ever hopped 
on a train to a foreign 
destination with nothing 


but your camera, a botde of 
water, and a map in hand? 
Doing this puts you in 
complete control and makes 
you feel more alive than 
ever. It allows you to do what 
you want, when you want. 

No more compromising 
with a friend or significant 
other who insists on seeing 


ancient ruins when what you 
really want to do is go for a 
hike to the highest point on 
the highest hill of the city to 
enj oy the view below. 

Everything happens at 
your own accord, which 
guarantees satisfaction in 
your trip. 

If you’re worried about 


loneliness, don’t be. Learn 
to be your own best friend 
and embrace your own 
company. 

On the other hand, 
traveling alone can actually 
make a person more 
outgoing. 

see PRESSE | page 15 



All prices in effect 

FRIDAY, MAR. 30 until 
THURSDAY, APR. 12,2012 
unless otherwise stated. 


PORT 

C0LB0RNE 


249 Killaly St. West 
Comer of Steele St. 
www.mmmeatshops.com 


EVERY TUESDAY 
IS SENIORS’ DAY/S_ imt 

Receive S% OFF 
your purchase if 
you’re 60 or over. 
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It doesn’t take two to 
create an adventure 


FORM PAGE 14 

It gives you an excuse to make 
conversation with others and exchange 
the “Where-are-you-from?" question 
opposed to engaging in an intimate 
conversation with someone you already 

Traveling alone takes you out of your 
comfort zone and gives you permission 
to appreciate whatever pleases your 
needs without the person on your left 
complaining about wanting to call it a 
night because their feet are sore from 
exploring all day. 

I’m not suggesting that every vacation 
one takes should be independent, but 


I recommend trying it at least once in 
your life. 

So pack your gear, turn off your 
phone, and prepare yourself for a trip of 
a lifetime. 

Whether it be across an ocean, across 
the country or simply to a picturesque 
city close by that you've never explored, 
you won’t regret indulging in an 
adventure for one. 

MichElle Presse is an 18-year-old Port 
Colborn resident living and working 
in Rome, Italy, until June 2012. She is a 
Lakeshore Catholic graduate who hopes 
to pursue her journalism degree next fall. 




A FIRST NATIONS 
GATEWAYS CONFERENCE 
"Hear Their Hearts, 
See Their World!" 


ALL NATIONS MISSION CENTRE 

3397 Garrison Rd, HWY 3. Ridgeway, ON 

Saturday, April 21,10 a.m. - 3:00 p*m. 

Featuring Evangelist Rev. Ross Maracle 
Founder of National Native Bible College, 
Spirit Alive and Camp Ohahaseh as Speaker 
Special music: Carolanne Lovegrove & Charles Bell 


LIMITED SEATING: Please register early by Phone: (800) 871-0882 or (905) 
871-1773 or by Email: events@lntercedeNow.ca or register at 
www.lntercedeNow.ca/gatewaysfocus.php or 201 Stanton Street, Fort Erie, 
ON L2A 3N8 ♦ Free Will offering. Lunch served. 


/jeftintercede 

INTERNATIONAL 



Rev. Ross Maracle 
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CF Co-Ed Volleyball Scores 


COMPETITIVE A 

Smokin Buddha 21 30 30 
Emerald Pines 30 15 27 

The Healthy Cupboard 

17 30 30 
Emerald Pines 30 20 29 


McNay Construction 

30 30 30 
Island Heat 19 25 23 


Drifter's 

Canalside 27 19 19 

Davidson FUneral Homes Drifter’s 

30 30 30 Boggio’s 


30 28 15 

30 24 26 
25 30 21 


Frank’s Home Hardware 

29 30 18 
Buckner’s 30 25 30 


COMPETITIVE B 

The Belmont 26 30 22 


RCJ Dream Renovations 

26 26 29 
Boggio’s 30 30 22 


The City 17 30 23 

Port Colborne Laundry 

30 23 30 

The City 30 24 16 

Port COIborne Laundry 

27 30 19 


The Reeb House 18 24 17 
The Mill Ridgeway 30 30 30 

Dr. Parr Optometry 

30 30 30 
F.A.Y Farms 16 22 24 


\J 


C* 


ILotoall Merchants 



Look no further to get professional re 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 


Michelle Richard, 

Licensed Hairstylist. 


I would like to invite all of my clients and 
new clients to join me at my new salon. 
Enjoy the undivided attention in a 
fresh inviting atmosphere with all new 
equipment. 


i 


REASONABLE RATES! 

Cuts- Men $12.00, Children 10 & under $10.00, 
Women $20.00 or $25.00 with style (curling iron, flat iron) 

Colour $50.00 Includes cut, extra long hair $60.00 

Highlights-1/2 head $50.00, Full Head $70.00 & up. 

By the foil $3.00 


Highlight/Lowlight Combo $80.00 & up 


i appointment or Call ahead for a possible drop-in ap>poi 

Chippawa Road, Port Colborne 289-836-9542 


infftent 


O 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada's largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Merchandise J 


□ 

H 


a Vacation gj iJ E 

Travel jj^^j E 


m 


Announcements 


' mg Notices 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Online: inportnews.classifiedextra.ca Email: placeit@dassifiedextra.ca 


HOT TUB (SPA) 
COVERS Best Price. 
Best Quality All 
Shapes & Colors 
Available Call 


Wanted 
to Buy 


‘ “TL'SS'M 

s & shopping. Cal 
(905)735-7039^ 


can now 




hydro 905-788-3215 


05)1734-31: 


Call: 905-732-9141. 




* 5 building 






SELL IT FASTI 
CLASSIFIED 
1-866-541-6757 


[)(jLocMion! 


Balconies laundry, 


BACHLOR/ETTE 

ment Apt.. $485 
et area. Fridge/. 

Imriwd'aSilS.I 


BEAUTIFULLY RENO- 



r ST FONTHILL 


r/^905.35€"0475* 


trastorage.^Ni 


HallS/ A64S 

Wedding Rentals 




1-866-541.6757 


RENT TO OWN HOME 


1 •388-222-0463 



General t 
Employment 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ca 
strongly recommends 
that readers never 

response to Employ¬ 
ment or Job Oppor¬ 
tunity advertisements. 


General a 
E mployment 


. -jru 




WE0U5 

fftffikwhai 


PORTCOLBORNE 

EARN EXTRA CASH 
ADULTS, STUDENTS, 
SENIORS 

CARRIER WANTED 
IN YOUR 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 


307 McRae Ave $14.00 

393/521 Humboldt Pkwy $30.00 

Please Call 

905-732-2414 - Charlene Ext. 270 


General a 
E mployment 


%ALL STAR 

The All Star Ta 


Take YourcSl^nd Turn 
It Into Something Special 

1 -866-541-6757 


General a 
Employment 


Seneral asoo General a 
Employment Employment 


giLL STAR 


Take Your Call &id Turn 
It Into Something Special 
Call Today 

1-866-541-6757 


For the following Positions: 

) CLASS AZ HIGHWAY/LOCAL 
COMPANY DRIVERS 

• Fair and equitable dispatch, we work in 


■ Must be able to cross the border 
• $500 Sign on Bonus 

2) CLASS A or 310T MECHANIC 


various shifts and hours 
• $500 Sign on Bonus 
We offer a competitive wage package with 
full benefits after 2 months. 

Call Karl 8 am - 5 pm @ 
905-658-2420 or fax to 905-899-3499 
or Email karl@kamtrucking.com 




General 

Employment 

A800 


$706. + ROYALTIES 

for an 8 hr day for 
Babies, Kids, Teens and Adults. 

For Movies, Commercials, 

TV shows & Photographic Jobs 
$20 screen test 
with photo shoot 
if we cannot place you 
we will refund you. 

We will be in FORT ERIE 


Call to book appt: 519-940-8815 






employment equity. 


j& g™ HOUSE 


1-866-541-6757 


Blanketed By 
Nature 

bShsV°i£ai 


289-821-2657. 


To Gal The Word Out 

1-866-541-6757 



NOW HIRING 


The following positions are available 

Counter/Cashier 
Pizza Makers 
Short Order Cooks 


Niagara Falls. ON. L2H 3J6 


Today, 1 in 5 people with diabetes 
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General 

Employment 


McDonald’s 

CLEANING 



JRAVEL FREEDOM 

PARDcSfJ ^ * * 736G) 


1-866-541-6757 


Toronto couple 
looking to 
privately adopt 
newborn 
child through 
an approved 
domestic adoption 
licensee. Either 
open or closed 
adoption. We 
are a loving, fun 
yet responsible 
couple who have 
always wanted 
a child to love. 


pardon and waiver 
SoluttonsJrcmi $49/mo. 


ALCOHOLICS ANONY- 




Health Care Training Program - PSW 

Information Sessions 

10 month programs (Sept to June) 


Personal Support Worker 


LIVE GIRLS! 


1-877-544-0199 


LOTH 


ALL NEW GALS 


business Service 


DIRECTOR 




MASONRY- Brick. Block. 
^1-732-0881 y<S 8XP 


OHN'S JAPING & Dry- 
pairTlo5-83£s684. ™" 



Renovations S280 


Roofing S300 


Business/ S380 
Franchise Opps 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ee 


and FRANCHISE 
Opportunities before 
sending money 
response to i 
advertisements. 


33758? 


your pocket for the 


1-866-541-6757 



Health 


up to 20 pounds^ in just 

Guaranteed. 8 U Star1 
today. Call 1-8 


customers do! 

classifiedextra.ca 


YOUR WEDDING DAY 


Lifetime Learning Centre 

535 Lake Street, St.Catharines 

Day Program 

Wednesday 
April 11, May 2 

1:00 p.m. 

Port Colborne High School 

211 Elgin Street, Port Colborne 

Day Program - Room 314 

Wednesday 
April 11, May 2 

Oakwood Park Lodge 

6747 Oakwood Drive, Niagara Falls 
Eve & Wknd Program - Garden Rm 

Saturday 1 

April 14, May 5 1 

1:00 p.m. 

p*| Alternative, Adult, & Community Education 

MW 905-687-7000 

M HU psw@dsbn.org 



Waterfproofing S355 

\ murthowVwortdng 

WELLAND FOUNDATIONS 

• Basement waterproofing 
• Weeping tile 

* Cracked foundation repairs 

289-696-3249. 

irS THE LAW 




iiMKTihKiml Imm* 

1.2 million Canadians -1 in 25 - carry the gene for cystic fibrosis. 


Canadian Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation 


1-800-378-CCFF www.cysticfibrosis.ca 


TEL: 1-800-250-3030, 



Place it! Sell it! 


classifiedextra.ca delivers a powerful 
combination of newspaper and online 
I advertising which is the preferred choice of 
I Canadian consumers for delivering fast and 
I effective results! 


Score right away! 


By phone: 1-866-541-6757 Online: placeit.classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest print and online classifieds network 

classifiedextra.ca 

BJEUca "^xhooF 
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ALONG THE LAKESHORE 


ONGOING 

Volunteers are needed for 
leadership positions with 2nd 
Port Colborne Scout, which 
includes Beavers (5 to 7), 
Cubs (8 to 10), Scouts (11-13) 
and Venturers (14-17). If you 
would like to be part of giving 
children a wonderful scouting 
experience, contact Bob at 
9805-834-9599 or email 
bpinport@gmail.com. 


AT PORTCOLBORNE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Children's art instruction 
with Small Hands Studio. 
Spring Session begins Monday, 
March 19. From 6-7:30 p.m. 

For program description, 
cost and registration please 
contact Kelly Davies @ 
905.834.8483 or by e-mail: 
www.smallhandsstudio.com 

Tot-Time with Stacey, 
Thursday, March 29. From 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Stories, crafts 
and games, for children ages 
2 to 4. with their parents/ 
caregivers. Cost is $1 per child 
per week. Pre-register at the 


Kids’Yoga with Nadia 
Esposito. For ages 4 to 12, 
Tuesdays from 4-5 p.m. 10 
week session beginning Tues., 
April 10 to June 12. Cost is $40 
pre-paid, or $5 a class for drop 
in. To register call Nadia at 905- 
329-9841. 

One-on-One Computer 
Lessons. Saturday mornings 
at the Library. $10 per 
person per one-hour lesson. 
Pre-registration required. 
Lessons geared toward your 
interests. Topics include: email, 
Facebook, Twitter, blogging, 
creating simple websites, and 
more...Call the Library at 905- 
834-6512 for an appointment. 


HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

St. Peter's Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

April5-8p.m. Maundy 
Thursday Service with 
Communion 

April 6-9 a.m. Good Friday 
Service 

April 8 -7:45 a.m. 

Easter Pancake Breakfast, 9 
a.m. Easter - Divine Service 


with Communion 

St. Therese of Lisieux Church 
Easter Triduum 
Holy Thursday: Evening Mass 
of the Lord's Supper 
April 5-7 p.m. Followed by 
Adoration until 11 p.m. 

Good Friday: 

Commemoration of the Lord’s 
Passion and Crucifixion 
April 6-3 p.m. 

Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil 
Celebration of the Lord's 
Resurrection 
April 7-8 p.m. 

Easter Sunday: Eucharistic 
Celebration of the Lord's 
Resurrection 

April 8 — 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

St. Patrick's Church 
Holy Thursday 
April 5 - 6:30 p.m. Mass 
Good Friday 

April 6-2 p.m.The Lords 
Passion & Communion, 4 
p.m. The Lords Passion and 
Communion, 6:30 p.m. The 
Stations of the Cross 
Holy Saturday 
April 7-11 a.m. Blessing of 
the Easter Food, 8 p.m. - The 
Easter Vigil 
Easter Sunday 

April 8-7 a.m., 9 a.m. and 11 
a.m. Mass 


HORNETS STING COMPETITION FOR GOLD 



Supplied Photo 

The Port Colborne Atom Girls Hornets won gold at the Ontario Provincial Championships 
recently in Brantford. The Hornets won four games before besting Wallaceburg Air Hawks 
32-22 to take home the medals in their division. In February the Hornets won silver at the 
Blessed Sacrament Tournament in Hamilton. Pictured are, front row: Jacobi Oskam and 
Jen Kozelj. Middle row: Logan Tworychuk, Sydney Vrbanac, Karenna Klauck and Caitlynn 
vanKralingen. Back row: coach Kianna Klauck, Reagan Grano, Taylor Langerak,Tess 
Rowland, Zoe Gagnon, Kaylee Legault and coach Dana Kozelj. 
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mm mu a 

iTURKEYlBREA'STS] 


mil 


FRESH GRADE A 

FREE RUN 

ITiURKEftS 


CUT FROM CANADA AAA BEEF 

BONELESS 



WESTON 

TOPPITS COOKED 

ROYALE 


DINNER ROLLS 

lUMBO SHRIMP 

FACIAL TISSUE 


Pkg. of 20 

■S 

< v mtkj 


2 lb Bag, 21-25 size 

Box of 88 or 132 

Robin Hood 

i 

mr 


■H 


h ROBIN HOOD 

> FLOUR 

) kg bag 

m 


NO. 1 GRADE CALIFORNIA 

CELERY STALKS] 


1 - 


NO. 1 GRADE CALIFORNIA 

SaNDYeBOY” broccoli 


f NO.1 GRADE CALIFORNIA 

■ROM AIN EG 

1 - 


r f 


FROM THE TROPICS 

iUMBO&GANTALOUPE 


IBU UAI 


■ NO. 1 GRADE ONTARIO 

ENfiMISHiCUCUMBERS 


NO. 1 GRADE FLORIDA | 

GRARETOM ATOES 






























































